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COUNTY OF BERGEN
Police Department
fif Fahoitkie Street = Hackennack, New Jeruey DTG0 « 201 8463700

November 23, 2009

Ms Markene H. Dorich

Secretary 1o the

Federnl Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Comment of the Bergen County Police Department
Petition for Stay of Interim Narmowband Implementation
Drates, WT Docket No, 99.57

FPublic Notice DA 092364 (Movember 2, 20049)

Dear Ma, Domch;

This letter presents the position of the Bergen County Police Departmant reganding the
Petithom by the Watsonal Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC) 1o sioy the interim
tarrowhiand implementation dates. We oppose the petition®s recommendation thot the
Commission postpone the current transitional rales addressing 12,3 kHz spectrum efficiency
from 2011 unti] 2013.

Commencing January 1, 2013, current rules require hicensess in the 150-174 MHz and
421-512 MHz bands to either migratz to 12.5 kHz namrowband technology or use technology that
achieves equivalent efficiency, Other current rules focilitate this transition to 12.5 klHz
uarrowband technology. Beginning January 1, 2011 the Commixsion will no longer seeept
applicstions for new wideband 25 kHz operations or modifications to currenl licenses thal will
expand & comour of an existing 23 kHz station.  Additionally, commencing in 201 1, equipment
will po longer be certified by the Commission if it is only capable of operating with only one
volce path per 25 kHz of spectrum,

NPSTC proposes that these transitional rules scheduled to take effect in 200 1 be stayed.
11 reusons that these rules will hamper public safety interopernbility during the Al two vears of
tramsition o 12.5 kHz narrowband technology.

The ecurrent 12,5 kHz mandate and transition rules were established by the Commission
1o provide licensees opportunity to plan the shift from wideband technologies. There is no debate
that 12.5 kHiz technology is available and serving the public safety sector. The premise of these
riles is moving infrastructure and subscriber equipment to more efficient technelogies so that the
redio spectrum provides greater copacity 1o respond (o ever increasing demand. The interim




tramsiopal dates are s important clement of the brdge 1o sore cfficiont specnem we
Comrrission s rules, oroe ectabliabed and retied wpon, shoubd not be sobject 10 revinion s
deadlines spproach. The market, perticularly the govemment secuar, is best sorved by the clany
afforded by defined demdlines. Since the 1235 kHa nubes cxtadiished in 2004, licensess have
planaed and deployed equipment with the expectation that greater spectrum capacity wil
emieTie.

Bergen County commenced the design and lnancing of its regional radio praject
knowing the Commission’s mandate o ransition o 12.5 kHz techoology, The system is being
deployed with the expectation that once the 12.5 kHz tmnsition is complete, additional capacity
will acerie 1o all licensees. The northern New Jepney afea in in desperate need for additional
rﬂn capreity, NESTC's recommendation will make the transition more dilfigult und fuels

Tileelihood that the 2013 date with regunl 1o it.ikﬂ:uﬂhﬂugrwﬂ.ﬂhdﬂlynd.’ The
cmmnmmmmhmh’ licensees should be able to rely on
Commission rules and decisions.

In wiging the stry of the intorim implementation dates, NPSTC presents concem
regarding incroperability and budpctary challenges state and local povernment mre [aling. As
the Comunission has noted, partcular circumntances can be addressad by s waiver procese.
Such procedures can accommodats the cirummatances confronied by a licensee while securing o
path 10 more grester spectnen cfficeney and use

For these reasons, the Berpen County Pobor Deparnmont wpes the Commesmon 10 adiere

3 the cutrer robes mbdrevsine tremstionieg te 12 % WMz technology and reyect propossls that
woukd postpone the mirmm s Feal deadlines.

Respectfally saimmited.
77 Foit
Mark K. Lepinshs

Lisutenant

Bergen County Police Department
Communications Direcior

6y Labriskie Street

Hackensack, New Jersey 07601
20013367777
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